Soybean production in Latin America: Can we return?
On  September 21th the Boerengroep (Farmers Foundation) organised a lecture and discussion evening regarding Soybean production in Latin America. Invited where guestspeakers Tjerk Dalhuisen from the organisation Gifsoja and Flip Vonk from Aseed. After an introduction from the chairman of this evening B. Zuijderhoudt, Tjerk gave an introduction of his organisation. Then he discussed the consequenses of the soy production for the local people. He explained that due to the soy production e.g. indigenioos people have been chased away from their land and so cannot provide food for themselves anymore, round up is sprayed near the villges with all kinds of health problems of villigers and grounds have been degrading with dust storms as result. After this introduction the impressive documentary ‘Killing Fields’ was showed. The documentary soon led to the first questions of many interested. From this point on the eyes of the audience where opened and the audience showed their interest but also their critical attitude as well. After a short break Flip started with some figures of the soybean imports. Then he continued with the issue that Europe is so dependent on these imports and there are weak criteria set for 'responsible' soy. After the ins and outs were pointed together with the audience, solutions and difficulties of the soy production were argued. This led to some interesting facts and solutions e.g. adapting of the criteria for a more preservative production, production of soy more locally or in Europe, cooperation with local organizations which also should support the farmers. But also the growing demand from China for this soy raised questions. The evening showed the complexity of the soy production and all the actors involved making it hard to stop. Idea’s of improving and minimizing this production are there; but is it time for this next step? Thank you all for your attendance!


