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Preface
This year report gives an overview of everything that Stichting Boerengroep (Peasant foundation)
and Inspringtheater (Jump-In Theatre) have done in 2018. The year theme that linked most of our
activities was ‘Agroecology as a science, practice and movement’. Our yearly organized Farm
Experience Internships, which is focuses on agroecology in practice, and attending a big agroecology
conference in 2017 inspired us to explore this concept even more. Agroecology has an overarching
meaning; covering many agricultural practices, approaches, realities, and struggles of people all
around the world. During our activities we encouraged people to get familiar with it, so they can look
from a critically underpinned agroecological perspective at current global developments and
challenges.
Agroecology as a science had a profound role in the Wageningen Dialogue ‘Cutting across the silos’
(Ch. 2.3.2) we successfully organized. Conversations were held on the future of food production and
food sovereignty. Students and researchers from different backgrounds were challenged to share
thoughts and to come up with solutions together, beyond their own field of expertise.
Agroecology as a practice, working with basic ecological principles in agriculture, came alive through
the excursions. For example, in spring we visited two seemingly opposing dairy farms, one focused
on preserving an old breed of cows, processing and selling at the farm, the other a high-tech,
innovative family farm working with Frisian Holsteins. These two farms fueled interesting discussions
and comparisons about market aspects and farmers position in society (Ch. 2.2.3). Of course, the
‘practice’ part had an extended role in the Farm Experience Week (Ch. 2.1.1). A week in which we
explored and experienced various aspects of agroecology, such as seeds ownership and diversity, soil
quality, desired grass management, permaculture principles and future farming challenges and
opportunities. In November the importance of several of these aspects was re-emphasized during
the masterclass on ecosystem restoration design which we co-organized together with The Plant (Ch.
2.3.3). The link with agroecology as a science was made once again by Daniel Halsey emphasizing the
importance of monitoring progress and change in restoration projects.
Agroecology as a social movement was reflected in the projects Boerengroep co-organized together
with friends from the VoedselAnders network. Two farmers markets on campus were part of the
Wageningen contribution to the national project of De VoedselKaravaan 2018 (Ch. 2.4). The aim of
the events was to build healthy food systems together by supporting local farmers, initiatives and
entrepreneurs and linking them to students and researchers. The highlight of the Wageningen
Karavaan stop was an evening-filling event which included, dinner, movie and a lecture by emeritus
professor Michiel Korthals where views on food and future food production were discussed (Ch.
2.4.4). The power of social movements could also be felt during a presentation on the 15th Garden
project in Syria. This project has as goal to get food and seeds to those trapped in cities in Syria, while
raising awareness about the need for food sovereignty (Ch. 2.3.1).
The role of coordinator of Boerengroep was filled by Patricia Lemmens and the role of coordinator
for Inspringtheater by Geertje Klaver. The board composition has changed throughout the year (Ch.
4.1), with currently Maarten de Graaff as chair, Pauline Martel as secretary and Esther van Hoof as
treasurer. The internship-periods of Daniel Nyarko and Ivy Jones ended in January 2018, Nozomi
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Kaya’s internship is postponed, and Maria Alvarez has been conducting her internship with
Boerengroep from March – June (Ch. 4.1). To attract new students and to facilitate informal get
together with Boerengroep board members, Boerengroep has initiated the Boerengroep Breaks (Ch.
2.7).
Throughout the year, Boerengroep has been working with many different organizations,
strengthening each other’s' efforts in critically reflecting on global agricultural developments and
exploring alternative food systems. This year amongst others with; Otherwise, RUW, La Via
Campesina, VoedselAnders, ABC platform, GAN, The Plant, TNI, WUR Dialogue, Van Akkers Naar Bos.
Furthermore, Boerengroep and Inspringtheater have made steps to get closer together again, we
expect to harvest from this cooperation in 2019.
So, what is there to come in 2019? After the success of our Wageningen Dialogue ‘cutting across the
silos’ and the words of Dutch minister of Agriculture Carola Schouten and President of the Board of
Wageningen University and Research Louise Fresco on the need for circular farming, Boerengroep
encourages students (and researchers) to cut through the (scientific) silos, move beyond personal
boundaries and shift from linear to circular (Ch. 6.1)!
We are thrilled to be part of a paradigm shift in agriculture and we hope to engage with many parties
in 2019, but for now:
enjoy reading our year report of 2018!

Stichting Boerengroep – Peasant Foundation
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Introduction of St. Boerengroep and St. Inspringtheater

Since 1971, Stichting Boerengroep (Peasant Foundation) aims to connect the university (students,
research, education) with the reality and challenges of farmers and peasants in the Netherlands and
worldwide. “The education at the university was very theoretical and moreover it often gave a wrong
impression of the reality of farmers and peasants” – Jan Douwe van der Ploeg, one of the founders of
Boerengroep. Therefore, Boerengroep started to conduct interviews with farmers. These interviews were
then taken into the university where researchers were questioned and stimulated to conduct research on
the true needs of farmers. When, in 1971, a massive demonstration took place - half a million farmers
were in the streets to protest the low prices – Boerengroep was there to support them. Still, Boerengroep
is fighting for social, just and sustainable food production. By critically reflecting on agricultural
developments, bringing students to the fields and farmers to the university.
By bridging agriculture-related forms of science, practice and movement, Boerengroep contributes
towards the development of a critical view on reality by students – the future policy makers, researchers
and teachers. Boerengroep stimulates students to work together in interdisciplinary and international
groups, with many different actors which all have different realities and different types of knowledge. This
is realized by organizing critical discussions, field excursions, capita selecta courses, lectures and
exchanges, by listening to the voices of the food producers and take their challenges – as well as their
innovative practices - to the university, to work towards a fair and sustainable food production in the
world. Besides connecting people, we actively search for research questions from the field: from
peasants, farmers and gardeners. Our strength is thus to bridge the gap between science and reality and
this is of crucial importance at a university. Especially at Wageningen University carrying the slogan “to
explore the potential of nature to improve the quality of life”. Thanks to Boerengroep, it is ensured that
students will not lose their critical view and connection to reality, which is an important characteristic of
the scientist. Irene Cardoso (professor of Soil Science at the Federal University of Vicosa, Brazil and vicepresident of the Brazilian Agroecology Association) explains about the importance of our activities:

“What I like about it [the international summer course of Boerengroep], is the way that the students can
be connected to the reality, but in a way that they feel free to become part of this reality.”
Boerengroep aims to:
• Approach agricultural topics from different angles: connecting social science with natural science,
and academic theories with practical challenges and innovations;
• Highlight the (im)possibilities and challenges that farmers, peasants and gardeners face;
• Create understanding for diversity of opinions and stimulate a critical attitude towards your own
position;
• Stimulate transparency of the food production chain to support a critical attitude of consumers,
farmers, researchers and students;
• Contribute to the paradigm shift towards fair and vital agriculture by:
• visualizing the situation of farmers today and in the future through knowledge exchange
amongst farmers, students, consumers, and professionals
• stimulating local economies, to improve the position of the food producers
• Building, defending and strengthening Agroecology and Food Sovereignty
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• Facilitating dialogues in the university and in the field on future food systems
• Informing on and highlighting present-day issues in agriculture.
In this way, Boerengroep and Inspringtheater wish to stimulate a critical attitude towards agriculture and
food.

Partners of Boerengroep
To work towards social, just and sustainable food production, Boerengroep works together with many
different partners, among which:
• Students and PhDs of Wageningen University, to support them with the organization of events
they find important to address, e.g. a symposium or movie screening, and student-associations;
• Chair groups at the Wageningen University, like Rural Sociology Group (RSO) and Farming
Systems Ecology (FSE) and International Land and Water management (ILM). We are in contact
with chair groups to discuss about thesis topics, internship opportunities and upcoming events
and courses. We are supervising on average 3-4 interns a year, so that students have a place to
work on topics they find important to share with others, while gaining work experience,
broadening their professional network and having the informative opportunity within an
international organization with over 45 years of experience. Moreover, we are actively involved in
offering thesis topics to students, that are related to agriculture related challenges of the realities
that peasants, farmers, gardeners and indigenous communities face.
• Organizations such as The Plant, Smart Fertilization Network, Green Active Network (GAN),
VoedselAnders, Toekomstboeren, ASEED, Cultivate!, ecovillage Ppauw and Milieudefensie, Slow
Food Rijnzoet, De Hoge Born;
• Foundations, like RUW, Otherwise, Wageningen Student Farm, Greenoffice, Agromisa;
• International research and advocacy institutes, like TNI and Louis Bolk;
• International human rights organizations, like FIAN, HIVOS, OXFAM;
• Educational Institutes, like WUR, Aeres/Warmonderhof and VHL;
• (Local) Farmers, like Ommuurde Tuin, Veld en Beek, Nieuwe Ronde, De Stroom,
• Farmers Unions, united in platform Aarde Boer Consument (ABC; ‘Earth Farmer, Consumer’), of
which we are part as well. ABC unites farmers/peasant organizations (Nederlandse Akkerbouw
Vakbond (NAV), Nederlandse Melkveehouders Vakbond (NMV) and Vereniging voor Biologisch
Dynamische Landbouw), with the X min Y Solidariteitsfonds and the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF). The goal of ABC is to work together towards a social and
economically sustainable agriculture. According to our vision, that is an agriculture that strives
towards regionally closed cycles, and that takes human rights, the environment, animal welfare, a
healthy soil and fair prices for producers into account.
Together we organize:
• critical discussions and lectures about agricultural topics, both practical topics as political
debates related to food production; To facilitate a space for mutual learning we aim to attract
people with different cultural and scientific backgrounds, and field of expertise
• capita selecta courses at the Wageningen University, like the international, 3 ECTS summer
course Farm Experience Internship;
• field trips to farms and gardens throughout the Netherlands;
• markets, like farmers’ markets and Reclaim the Seeds;
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• excursions and exchange programs abroad, like participating in the Agroecology Europe Forum
and an EU Youth Exchange in Romania;
• research mediation between university (researchers, students, education) and the needs of
peasants, farmers and gardeners in the Netherlands and abroad. Boerengroep stimulates external
parties to deliver their research questions and their challenges, so we can then connect students
to these topics;
• working groups. Together with the RSO chairgroup we stimulate students to organize events of
their own interest, related to food production and the reality of food producers. This is partly
done via the ‘Farmers Tales’;
• conferences, like VoedselAnders;
• interviews with farmers. In cooperation with Toekomstboeren, Boerengroep members are
stimulated to go to the field to conduct interviews with farmers on topics like access to land,
innovative ways of farming, agroecological approaches etc.;
• interactive theatre, with Inspringtheater, which is an important part of Boerengroep.

Funding
Boerengroep mainly receives finances in the form of subsidies. Wageningen University is the main
subsidy provider. These subsidies are spent on structural costs, the two coordinators (one of Boerengroep
and one of Inspringtheater), and our activities.
The Commissie Aanvragen Subsidies (CAS) of the Wageningen University kindly supports us financially as
well, so that we can cover the costs of excursions, lectures, gifts for speakers, travel costs
etc. Inspringtheater mainly covers its own costs via the income of performances and other activities. They
also receive financial support from the CAS.
Moreover, the University Fund Wageningen (UFW) of the Wageningen University supports us with a
financial contribution to stimulate the academic development of students. One of the contributions of the
University Fund is used for our yearly summer course, the Farm Experience Internship.
Depending on the kind of activity, Boerengroep may search for additional funds. This can be in the form of
subsidies, financial contribution from partners and sponsors, or a contribution by participants of activities.
When applicable, Boerengroep tries to get sponsoring ‘in kind’ (food/free guest lectures) (Ch. 4.4).

11

12

2

Boerengroep activities

2.1

Education

Boerengroep is closely related to the research and education at the Wageningen University. First, by
offering thesis topics, related to the challenges and questions from agricultural workers.
Boerengroep stimulates farmers and farmers’ unions to send us their research questions.
Boerengroep then connects students to these topics. This way, scientific research and education
stays linked to the practice and is solution-oriented towards the challenges from the field. This year
Boerengroep also organized an alternative thesis fair where students and organizations could meet
(Ch. 2.1.2).
Secondly, Boerengroep supervises interns from the Netherlands or abroad, offering them the
opportunity to gain work experience within a foundation, while stimulating them to organize events
on topics of their own interest. In 2018 Boerengroep has supervised 4 interns (Ch 4.1). Daniel Nyarko
(Ghanaian), student Environmental science and Rosaline Jones (Ghanaian), student Rural
Development and Innovation, together organized a symposium on Ghanaian agriculture in fall of
2017. Both their internship-periods lasted until January 2018. Nozomi Kaya (Japanese), student rural
sociology, has postponed her internship period at Boerengroep due to private circumstances, she is
currently also involved in the organization as board member. Maria Alvarez (Spanish), student
agricultural engineering, stayed with Boerengroep from March – June. During her internship she
explored options to transform her own family farm back in the north of Spain from an arable farm
into a mixed farm. Besides working on their own projects, the interns co-organized or assisted (in)
other Boerengroep events such as the farm excursions, the Brussels excursion and the Farm
Experience Internship. Also, Interns have been speaking on behalf of the organization/represent the
organization at events, markets and promotional activities.
Thirdly, Boerengroep organizes a 3 ECTS capita selecta course: the Farm Experience Internship (FEI)
(RSO-51303). With the FEI Boerengroep intends to bring theoretical knowledge from students
together with practical skills and knowledge from farmers. Students are stimulated to develop a
critical view on agriculture practices and to bridge science, practice and movement.
And finally, Boerengroep is involved in writing articles and publishing videos with the intention to
spread the word of producers, scientists and movements, and to stimulate critical thinking among
students.

2.1.1 Farm Experience Internship - FEI
The Farm Experience Internship (FEI) is a growing movement, that is being co-created by peasants,
farmers, gardeners, scientists, students, activists, NGOs and agroecological companies – working
together towards a sustainable, healthy, viable food system that is fair and just for the earth, the
consumer and the producer. Together, we co-organize a 3 ECTS international summer course at the
Wageningen University every year (since 2013), which intends to bring together theoretical
13

knowledge from students with practical skills and knowledge from farmers. Boerengroep is the main
organizer of the FEI and we are very pleased to see the FEI movement growing with every edition.
Topics that are covered in the FEI range from learning how to grow your own food and discovering
local knowledge and practices on organic farms and gardens in the Netherlands, to agroecology, food
sovereignty and sustainable food systems. Furthermore, students get the possibility to interact and
discuss with farmers to find and understand their creative, perhaps innovative ways of farming.
In 2018 Boerengroep has organized two smaller events in the run up to the real FEI. First, an infolunch in the Forum building during a lunchbreak, and secondly, a FEI kick-off event in the Hoge Born,
an organic farm nearby the campus. From 23-27th of July the Farm Experience Internship Week (FEW)
took place and on the 5th of October participants came together once more for a reflection day.
FEI info lunch
Date: 23-04-2018
Participants: 8
During the FEI info lunch some of the members of the FEI-team gave an introduction about the FEI.
They showed the website where you can find all the course materials, explained the aims and
learning objectives of the course and gave insights in the practical sides from the course and the
internship. Afterwards there was space for questions. About eight students participated in this info
event, three of them were interested in helping in the organization.
FEI Kick-off
Date: 17-05-2018
Participants: 25
More info: https://www.facebook.com/events/430386520708390/
This evening we invited students to come to the Hoge Born - organic farm very close to the University
- and get engaged into Agroecology as a science, a movement and a practice. At this special location
we organized a full evening program focused on linking theory and practice in agricultural research.
We devoted a major part of this evening to the FEI, our summer course, which is all about gaining
practical farm experience and linking this to scientific knowledge and academic theories.
The program included presentations from a local peasant farmer (Elske Hageraats, Ommuurde Tuin),
sharing practical knowledge, and a WUR PhD student and Associate professor of Brazilian university
of Viçosa (Fernanda Ay Matuk) for a scientific approach on Agroecology.
Farm Experience Week (FEW)
Date: 23/27 -07-2018
Participants: 24
In cooperation with: Rural Sociology chair group, Farming Systems Ecology chair group
Sponsored by: Eosta, Transnational Institute, Van Akker naar Bos, Molen De Vlijt, Anna’s Tuin en
Ruigte, Veld & Beek, Vitalis zaden, Toekomsboeren, De Nieuwe Ronde, De Ommuurde Tuin, Vreemde
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Streken, Tuinderij de Stroom, Ekoboerderij de Lingehof, Louis Bolk Instituut, Cultivate!, De bolster,
Food Forest Ketelbroek.
More info: https://farmexperienceinternship.wordpress.com/
After carefully considering all aspects of the course, the Boerengroep coordinator decided that the
Farm Experience Internship of 2018 would get a different form. Considering the availability of the
team members and the absence of a full-time intern, it did not seem possible to organize a fourweek course. Therefore, a new Farm Experience Week (FEW) was born!
From 23rd – 27th of July Boerengroep organized the FEW. Twenty-four participants, from eleven
different nationalities, have completed a full week of workshops and excursions focused on
agroecology as a science, a movement and a practice. This large diversity in nationalities and
backgrounds offers a unique opportunity to learn from each other and to get into dialogues on
sustainable ways of food production.
During the mornings of this years’ FEW the participants took part in interactive workshops guided by
experts from the field and from research; WUR, Louis Bolk Institute, Biovitalis, Van Akker Naar Bos,
Cultivate! and Boeren in het Bos. In the afternoons the group went on excursions to farms, gardens
and fields, allowing the participants to bring their knowledge to the field and to learn more about
‘agroecology in practice’. The following places were part of this years’ program; Nieuwe Ronde,
Ommuurde Tuin, Ketelbroek foodforest, Veld en Beek, Anna’s Tuin en ruigte and a research plot of
Stichting Heideboerderij.
Besides co-organizing the program of the FEI, the FEI receives financial sponsorship and sponsorship
in kind from many of the co-creators. Sponsorship in kind ranges from offering a free tour at a farm
or giving a guest lecture for free to contributing by giving products such as vegetables or seeds. This
character of jointly wearing makes it possible to keep the participation fee low and thereby
accessible for every student.
Most of the participants continued their learning process by working alongside a farmer in a farm or
garden somewhere in the Netherlands for one or two weeks. To complete the full course, the
participants were invited for a come-back day on the 5th of October to share their experiences and
reflect on the theory and their learning processes.
FEW get together
Date: 5-10-2018
Participants: 12
Different from most FEI editions, the Farm Experience Internship of 2018 ended with a one-evening
get-together instead of a whole reflection week. In this one evening all the participants got the
opportunity to give a presentation about their experiences during their internship. In total six
students gave a presentation. Afterwards the group was asked to use different reflection methods to
discuss their emotions and lessons learned.
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2.1.2 Alternative Thesis Fair
Date: 09-10-2018
Participants: 200
In cooperation with: GreenOffice, Otherwise, part of Seriously Sustainable
More info: https://www.facebook.com/events/156195155314649/
In 2017, Boerengroep, Otherwise and GreenOffice joined forces in organizing an alternative thesis
fair, as an alternative to the regular thesis fair. Instead of theses provided by WUR chair groups, this
fair invited external organizations to provide students with thesis subjects. This edition was such a
success that another fair was organized in 2018, which was received with much enthusiasm both
from students and from organizations outside of the WUR (such as the Dutch ministry of Economic
Affairs).
At the fair there were two WUR students providing thesis subjects on Food Forests and Agroforestry,
which were so well received that they decided to organize an event focusing on connecting students
and Food Forest practitioners (Ch. 2.1.3).

2.1.3 Researching Food Forests and Agroforestry
In the past five years agroforestry concepts are increasingly mentioned as solutions for current
agricultural challenges, being future-proof systems, they gain popularity in the Netherlands and in
Europe. Boerengroep has been following these developments closely since the initiation of the first
Dutch food forest by Wouter van Eck, a good friend of Boerengroep, who now is seen as the Dutch
guru on food forests.
Currently new food forests are growing in many places in the Netherlands, initiated by different
groups in society such as farmers, municipalities, citizens and NGO’s. As it is one of Boerengroep aims
to connect farmers-led initiatives towards more sustainable agriculture to the university, food forests
and agroforestry topics have been interwoven in many of the activities that we conducted
throughout the year. For example, in the Farm Experience Internship and the Alternative Thesis Fair.
As mentioned before at the Alternative Thesis Fair (Ch. 2.1.2) two students were overwhelmed by
the enthusiasm amongst students to meet practitioners of food forest, which moved them to
organize an event that would set things in motion.
In November the event ‘Researching Food Forests and Agroforestry’ was organized at the WUR with
the aim to match students, researchers and practitioners and provide some food forestry and
agroforestry case studies in the Netherlands and abroad. More than 70 participants showed up,
which resulted in the creation of a workgroup called ‘Project Food Forest’.
Due to all the enthusiasm of both students and Boerengroep members during the Alternative Thesis
Fair, the Researching Food Forests and Agroforestry event and questions of students, Boerengroep

16

has decided to create a committee on Food Forests and Agroforestry. The focus of this committee
can be divided in three main areas:
1. To organize events, link students to events organized by external parties, and to link students
to internships or thesis subjects.
2. To be part of the workgroup ‘Project Food Forest’. This is a group formed by students, and
has members who are part of Boerengroep, Otherwise, and individual students who share a
love for Food Forests. In the future the scope of the group may be broadened to also include
Agroforestry. The aim of the workgroup is to link students and practitioners, and to integrate
Food Forests and Agroforestry into courses of Wageningen University.
3. To be part of the guidance committee of the science shop project on Food Forests. This
committee is led by Jeroen Kruit (WenR), who is also leading the Green Deal on Food Forests.
The workgroup meets every week with Project Food Forest and every two months with the guidance
committee of the science shop project.

2.1.4 Boerengroep publications
Podcast with Elske Hageraats
Date: 11-05-2018
In cooperation with: Wachama podcast
More info: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ykjcP_UD_I&t=3s; https://www.wachama.org/
In this episode of Wachama podcast Elske Hageraats (Boerengroep General Board member) shares
her story on how her interest shifted from biology towards social science. This shift was influenced
by the well-known question among Wageningen students and scientist ‘How to feed the world?’
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2.2

(Field) Excursions

Boerengroep organizes farm excursions on a regular basis. We see these excursions as one of the
best ways for students to connect with farmers in the Netherlands and to get some experience of the
reality of farming (and food production).

2.2.1 Excursion to European Parliament
Date: 09-01-2018
Participants: 35
In cooperation with: Greenoffice, European Greens, SDD WUR (Sustainable Development Diplomacy)
In January Boerengroep co-organized an excursion to the European parliament in Brussels. The group
was invited by a former Wageningen student (Marco van Burik) who had the opportunity to host us
for this excursion because of his former internship position.
After departure from Wageningen Campus at 06:45 and a nice bus ride, the group arrived at the
parliament just before 11:00. Arriving there and entering the building with strict ID checks and
controls was already a big adventure for many of the group who had never seen the European
district before. Once we were inside, the program started with presentations and options for
discussion with MEP Bas Eickhout, and a representative of the Greens/EFA who explained the
functioning of Brussels and the agricultural department works.
The program continued with a tour through the building and a visit of the hemicycle, the room used
for the most important debates. From 13:00 – 13:30 it was time for lunch, and, in the afternoon,
Marco had arranged a program with several speakers:
• Felix Holefleisch: Head of Economic, Energy, traffic and rural development Department
• Andrzej Nowakowski: Policy advisor for Greens/EFA on agriculture files
• Zanna Vanrenterghem: Climate Ambition Project Coordinator, CAN Europe
• Marco van Burik: European Green Party
• FYEG: about Political communication
The program was very dense and intense especially for students who were not so well-known with
the functioning of Brussels. Overall all students have learned a lot. At first from the knowledge and
insights that they gained from all the guest speakers. At second from the discussions that we
facilitated. We have tried to spark the conversation and encourage students to compare certain
policy structures of the EU with examples from their home countries.
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2.2.2 Excursion to the BioBeurs
Date: 17-10-2018
Participants: 10
more info: https://www.bio-beurs.nl/
The excursion to the BioBeurs is one of the annualy recurent activities of Boerengroep. The Biobeurs
is the largest organic fair of the Netherlands where farmers, future farmers, supplying industry,
manufacturing industry, and others involved in the organic sector gather and network. Besides
wandering around at the market squares, students can attend the workshops that are organized by
people from the sector.

2.2.3 Spring excursions
In April Boerengroep organized three Spring excursions:
the first was on the 7th of April and was to the Brandrood
cattle farm in Ede, the second was on the 14th of April
and was to 't Klaverbrook, a dairy farm of a Wageningen
student, and the third was on the 21st of April to the goat
farm de Groote Stroe in Stroe. Every farm has its own
unique story and students were given the chance to really
get into conversation with the farmers.
Spring Excursion #1 – Brandrood
Date: 07-04-2018
Participants: 25
More info: https://www.brandroodkaas.nl/
This farm’s name refers to its cow breed: ‘’Brandrood’’,
with a reddish colour. At this farm there is more to see
than only cows, for there are donkeys, sheep, chicken, cats, horses and goats around too… a true
animal party. At the farm the group had the possibility to discuss with the farmers about their ways
of farming. Interesting questions that came up: How they go about the new phosphate regulations in
the Netherlands? How do they make, market, and sell their cheese? Why did they choose for this
breed of cows? And how is it to be a ‘small-farmer’?
The excursion started with gathering on campus, from where the group left to this farm by bike, a
lovely ride through the nature area around Wageningen. Cheese tasting was included, and students
brought food, so a nice picnic could be held before biking back to Wageningen.
This event was such a success that we had to close registration early or the group would have been
too large.
Spring Excursion #2 – ‘t Kalverbrook
Date: 14-04-2018
Participants: 12
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Dairy farm 't Kalverbrook is a modern conventional dairy farm with 70 cows + youngsters. All cows
are dual purpose breed, a mix of the breeds Friesian-Holstein x Fleckvieh.
The farm belongs to the family of Toon te Poele, Plant Sciences student at Wageningen. As a WUR
student and farmer's son, he personally gave Boerengroep a tour and told their story about why they
farm the way they do, the regulations they must face, and why they wanted to show their farm.
On top of that, the excursion included a milk tasting!
Spring Excursion #3 – De Groote Stroe
Date: 21-04-2018
Participants: 15
More info: http://degrootestroe.nl/; https://binnenstebuiten.kroncrv.nl/fragmenten/gepassioneerde-geitenhouders
De Groote Stroe is an organic goat farm about half an hour north of Wageningen. The farmers
developed their own way of farming, following the rhythms of the goats, for example by keeping the
lambs and mothers together, instead of separating them from birth on. It was an amazing experience
to meet with farmers that questioned everything they had learned. Get an impression of the farm by
watching the video (see link at more info).
The Groote Stroe makes prize winning cheese which you can buy, amongst others, at Kardoen, the
organic store in Bennekom, or at the Boerenmarkt in Utrecht. Cheese tasting was of course included
in the tour and at the end the group enjoyed a potluck lunch with the farmer family.
Excursion to the Harvest fest at De Ommuurde Tuin
Date: 22-09-2018
Participants: 25
In cooperation with: De Ommuurde Tuin
More info: http://www.ommuurdetuin.nl/
On Saturday 22nd of September Boerengroep organized its first excursion of the new academic year.
At 10:30 all participants were expected on campus for a short introduction about Boerengroep and
De Ommuurde Tuin after which the group went by bike to the garden in Renkum.
This excursion included a tour through the garden in English given by Elske Hageraats, one of the
gardeners. Elske shared her knowledge about farming organically in the garden where they grow
more than 400 varieties of fruits, herbs and vegetables. She talked about crop rotation, how to cope
with changing weather patterns and working with bokashi composting. She also shared a more
personal story about what it is like to be a small farmer in the Netherlands and what kind of
challenges they are facing. Furthermore, there was time to explore the garden freely, buy and/or eat
their products and take part in the ‘harvest fest activities’ that took place that day.
The group consisted of international students from many different places. Asian students were highly
represented besides students from southern Europeans countries. They all seemed to enjoy the tour
very much and they were eager to learn how small organic farming in the Netherlands could look.
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2.3

Events organized by Boerengroep

2.3.1 The 15th garden project, Syria
Date: 22-02-2018
Participants: 60
In cooperation with: 15thgarden project and Rural Sociology group (WUR)
More info: https://lb.boell.org/en/2017/10/04/agriculture-and-food-sovereignty-syria
A couple of board members of Boerengroep
had met with Ansar Hevi during the Reclaim the
Seeds event of 2017. They were blown away by
her life story and invited her to come to
Wageningen and share and discuss her story
with students. On the 22nd of February (2018)
Ansar Hevi (a pseudonym name) finally came to
Wageningen to share her story about ‘the 15th
Garden’ project in Syria. She told a personal
story reflecting on her heritage being a Syrian
resident and explaining how war effects
livelihoods of different groups in society.
Furthermore, she indicated which challenges refugees face to get their basic needs such as food and
which options are present to improve the situation. After explaining the context, she shared the
amazing story of the project that she has been doing with a German NGO in Syria. This project has as
goal to get food and seeds to those trapped in cities in Syria, while raising awareness about the need
for food sovereignty. Her story emphasized on the importance of local agriculture, the need for food
sovereignty, and the strength of people in times of war. Her story was very powerful, since it
included a personal story, photos and sound recordings of wartime and agricultural as a means of
resistance.
In the second half of the event, Dr. ir. Joost Jongerden (Rural Sociology Group, WUR) reflected on
Ansars' story. He used a perspective of socio-spatial and socio-political analysis, focusing on rural
development and the ways in which people try to develop forms of autonomy and selfadministration.
In total there were about 60/70 students present at the event which was a bit less than we had
aimed. However, since the project is done in a warzone, it is very controversial and there was a lot of
attention for the event after it took place.
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2.3.2 Wageningen Dialogue – ‘Cutting across the silos’
Date: 27-03-2018
Participants: 65
In cooperation with: Wageningen dialogues,
Perspectivity, 100-year WUR
More info: See attachments (invitation WUR
employees; event handout; manual)
https://www.foodlog.nl/artikel/the-blind-eye-ofwageningen-sciences/
Food producers worldwide are facing complex and
multidisciplinary challenges. At Wageningen
University & Research (WUR), many inspiring researchers and students are working every day to find
new solutions, but our research is still divided in silos. How can we shape food systems together?
This was the main question that led Boerengroep to organize a very large dialogue event as part of
the 100-year WUR celebrations.
In preparation of the Wageningen Dialogue Boerengroep has been speaking with many professors
and researchers of different chair groups, asking what they feel is important in shaping future food
systems. Months of taking interviews, having discussions, reading literature and moving back and
forth to the drawing board, resulted in an innovative design for a dialogue in world cafe style. PhD’s,
researchers and farmers were invited as igniters of the dialogues to bring their challenges to the
table (see attachments Ch 6.2 for an overview of all the igniters and challenges).
Besides an organizing team, this event was made
possible by contribution from many people. In total
there were fourteen facilitators and fourteen
ignitors, a caterer, sound assistance and musicians.
During the event, all participants discussed questions
from the field of sustainable food production such
as; how can a circular farm revalue its side streams?
and how to reduce dependence on fossil fuels? In a
World Cafe setting, allowing space for everyone to
join the conversation and actively exchange ideas,
the group explored how personal differences may match and contribute to overcome complex
challenges. One of the main objectives was to give the participants the confidence that our potential
to shape truly sustainable food systems can be greater than we think, if we shape them together.
Listening to the feedback that we got from Wageningen Dialogue, Perspectivity and many of the
participants, we quite succeeded in this!
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It is impossible to describe here fully how impactful
this event has been for our understanding of future
food systems and its challenges and opportunities.
Besides, we gained many organizational skills as well
in organizing a dialogue (content) as in event
organization in general. By organizing this,
Boerengroep has set itself in the spotlights of being
an organization that seriously works on connecting
different fields of scientific expertise and with the
practice of food production. See the attachments for
background material that is used for this event (Ch
6.2).

2.3.3 Masterclass with Daniel Halsey on ecosystem design
Date: 15-11-2018
Participants: 230
In cooperation with: The Plant; Weruschca Kirkegaard; Farming Systems Ecology chairgroup
More info: https://theplant.nl/en/;
First half of the Masterclass: https://www.facebook.com/plantNL/videos/2239524143002541/
Second half of the Masterclass: https://www.facebook.com/plantNL/videos/740762259623546/
Daniel Halsey, an internationally renowned designer of ecosystem restoring landscapes, both large
and small, held a lecture/masterclass open to students and others interested. It attracted a large
audience from both the network of Boerengroep and of the Plant.
The evening started with an introduction by John
D. Liu, the maker of the famous documentary
Green Gold. John talked about changing weather
patterns and gave an overview of already
happening, and expected, consequences on the
environment, landscapes and our food system.
Furthermore, he emphasized the urgency of
changing our ways in which we make use of the
earth towards more sustainable ways. His main
solution was directed to ‘ecosystem restoration
camps’. By learning and teaching about
ecosystem restoration we may be better capable of designing balanced, healthy ecosystems again.
In current times with increasing need for changing landscape models and ways to cope with climate
change, using ecosystem design could be one of the key answers. This was the main message that
Daniel Halsey transferred during the masterclass. Daniel showed the importance of design for
shaping the foodscapes of the future. He gave insights in the philosophy that he follows in his designs
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by showing examples of designing methods. Crucial for Daniel is to build around natural
characteristics of an area and to start your design from there.
In the second part, three cases were presented to which Daniel Halsey responded. This part had a
more interactive character and was open for questions and interaction. The first case came from the
Ecosystem Restoration Camp in Spain wherein both John D. Lui and Daniel have played a major role
in initiating and making the design for the camp. The second case looked at a Dutch site of cultural
heritage where the ecosystem is currently out of balance. With ‘renewing’ the management practices
by using sheep and co-operation models it is aimed to reach a sustainable landscape. The third case
was brought in by a student from Wageningen University. He presented his plan of a communally
owned farm in Colorado (US) and raised questions concerning (1) preferred farm/field sizes while
maintaining ecosystem services of the on-farm nature reserve and (2) the management options to
increase societal support.

2.3.4 Docu-night #1: Bodemboeren
Date: 31-10-2018
Participants: 30
More info: http://www.bodemboeren.nl/
Boerengroep started hosting docu-nights
throughout the academic year, with the first
one being Bodemboeren (Soil farmers),
which was screened at the Clock Building.
After the screening we had a discussion with
the maker of the film. This event was especially nice due to the many new faces, from many different
studies.

2.4

VoedselAnders (FoodOtherwise)

VoedselAnders (FoodOtherwise) is a Dutch/Belgian network of; farmers, fisherfolk, scientists,
beekeepers, students, artists, academics, policy makers, journalists and other active citizens engaged
in building healthy food systems. The network explores and promotes other ways of organizing food
production and agri-food systems. While the current agri-food system is depleting the soil and
biodiversity, causes major greenhouse gas emissions and squeezes farmers out of business, many
local, national and international initiatives show that there is another way. We can feed ourselves
sustainably with good and healthy food that is produced regionally, with fair prices and dignified lives
for farmers, fishermen and citizens, while respecting the environment and biodiversity.
Stichting Boerengroep is involved in VoedselAnders since the start of this network in 2012. In 2018
the network came up with the idea of a Voedselkaravaan ‘food caravan’, that would move along
places throughout the Netherlands and gather success stories of alternative healthy food systems.
Boerengroep organized a couple events in cooperation with Otherwise and VoedselAnders.
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2.4.1 VoedselAnders Farmers Fair - Agroecology
Date: 24-05-2018
Participants: 250
In cooperation with: St. Otherwise, VoedselAnders
More info: https://www.boerengroep.nl/food-otherwisemarkets-forum/
As part of the VoedselAnders caravan, OtherWise and
Boerengroep organize farmers fairs. Supporting farmers is
one of the main goals of Boerengroep activities. With these
markets, we aim to invite different local farmers and give
them the opportunity to connect to the student (and WUR
employees) community of Wageningen. Establishing these
connections, allowing different types of consumer/producer
relations, is of great importance to keep different forms of
food provisioning in existence.
Local famers and other organizations showcased their products and explained their vision. The
following organizations were represented at the fair: Tuinderij de Stroom, Veld en Beek, De
Ommuurde Tuin, Eurrijn, Toekomstboeren, Banni organic Flowers, MadameFromage, Otherwise and
Boerengroep.
The theme of this edition was 'Agroecology' therefore a 'critical student corner' was created where
students were encouraged to give their insights in this topic and get into conversation with other
students and farmers.

2.4.2 VoedselAnders Farmers Fair – Fair Trade
Date: 28-06-2018
Participants: 250
In cooperation with: Otherwise, VoedselAnders
More info: https://www.boerengroep.nl/food-otherwise-markets-forum/
The second Farmers Fair hold the theme of ‘Fair Trade’. This time a ‘knowledge fair’ was created
were students could exchange knowledge on fair trade. To motivate students to visit the fair and be
part in the knowledge exchange, we introduced two Greenmen (mascot for sustainability at WUR)
and we offered ice-cold (non-alcoholic) Sangria.
The following organizations were represented at the fair: Initiatiefgroep Voedselbossen Ede,
Tuinderij de Stroom, Veld en Beek, De Ommuurde Tuin, Eurrijn, Toekomstboeren, Bannin Organic
Flowers, Otherwise and Boerengroep.
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2.4.3 VoedselAnders – Lunch lecture Community Supported Agriculture
Date: 26-09-2018
Participants: 30
In cooperation with: Otherwise, VoedselAnders, Toekomstboeren
More info: Wij oogsten hier geluk (the movie) http://wijoogstenhiergeluk.nl/
Toekomstboeren http://toekomstboeren.nl/ ; CSA https://urgenci.net/
Do you know where the ingredients of your lunch are grown? And why is it important to know where
your food comes from? On Wednesday the 26th of September Boerengroep and Otherwise discussed
these questions with Klarien Klingen from ToekomstBoeren (FutureFarmers). Klarien Klingen is a
freelance-farmer who has hand-on experience with community supported agriculture (CSA) and
alternative ways of connecting consumers with producers. She gave insights in the advantages and
difficulties that one stumbles upon with CSA farming. The conversation included risk-sharing in
farming, how to acquire land for farming and how to value the work farmers do, like the amount of
work that goes into harvesting. Among the participants there were quite some students who (want
to) do farming themselves that hereby got the opportunity to learn from the experiences of Klarien.

2.4.4 Voedselkaravaan – Wageningen
Date: 28-09-2018
Participants: 60
In cooperation with: Slow Food Rijnzoet, Otherwise, Streekeigen Producten Nederland, SPWageningen, Vreemde Streken, bblthk.
More info: https://www.voedselanders.nl/voedselvaardigheden-en-gemeenschap-impressievoedselkaravaan-in-wageningen/
https://www.voedselanders.nl/towards-fair-and-sustainable-food-systems/
https://www.voedselanders.nl/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Manifest-Voedsel-Anders-engels.pdf
The evening started with an organic dinner at the Vreemde Streken – a local organic bar/restaurant and a SP movie screening of ‘We are harvesting happiness’ by Jildou Friso. In the movie six Dutch
farmers, including Klarien Klingen, told about their experiences with CSA farming.
After this, Michiel Korthals, WUR emeritus professor in Applied Philosophy, gave a lecture ini the
public library. “Food skills are more important than health skills”, was the statement that he started
his lecture with. He argued that eating is a social activity and organizing a good meal is more than
just eating healthy. What is healthy is sometimes not what makes us thrive, in the sense that
vitamins and protein shakes for example may be healthy but can also alienate ourselves from our
food. We should put our wellbeing first and define it broader than just healthy eating. Furthermore,
we discussed the influence of intensive and ecological agriculture on ecology and how monocultures
also cause very limited amounts of species to survive. Eating diversely and growing diverse types of
crops can also diversify the ecological system. The audience interacted with the statements of
Michiel Korthals by sharing thoughts and voting.
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Minds buzzing new ideas, fueling conversations, many stayed for drinks. Heroes of Taste provided
drinks and snacks from local farmers. The evening ended at Vreemde Streken with music from the
new Wageningen band Saffron Soul. Overall the whole evening was a nourishment for the soul, the
soul that is hungry for genuine and authentic food...

2.5

Farmers Tales’

Farmers Tales' is an interactive platform, open to anyone, to share stories about challenges and new
initiatives that farmers engage in, in the Netherlands and around the world. A guest speaker shares a
personal story for about 20/25 minutes followed by 30 minutes dialogue between the audience and
the guest. In 2018 Boerengroep organized five editions of farmers tales' as lunch events.
All the editions have taken place on the WUR campus, four of them in the Impulse building and one
outside in the amphitheatre. The attendance rate differed from 10 – 50 students from various study
fields and from various cultural backgrounds. The dialogues always have a lively character and
participants get introduced to new perspectives that broadenn their understanding of farming.
Farmers Tales #7 – Decision making
processes in sustainable farming
Elsa Dingkuhn (Msc Organic Agriculture)
shared a personal story on her experiences
with farmers in Brittany (France). During her
presentation Elsa focused on the framework
she used to analyse farmers' decision-making
processes in their transition to more
sustainable farming practices.
Farmers Tales #8 – Financing future farming
Susan Drion (MSc Organic Agriculture) shared findings from her thesis research on alternative ways
to finance farming practices in the Netherlands. Besides the conventional financing systems offered
by banks, farmers are engaging in different approaches to invest in their practices: from land access
to technological improvements.
Farmers Tales #9 – The new generation of beginning farmers
Laura Genello (MSc Organic Agriculture) shared insights from her research on the motivations, values
and practices of the first generation of beginning farmers. It turns out that young people who don't
come from agricultural backgrounds are increasingly attracted to agriculture. For her research she
interviewed several farmers from the state of Maryland in the US, and from the Netherlands. During
this session Laura gave some conclusions based on her research.
Farmers Tales #10 – Agriculture awaits a grey revolution
Fabian Kemps Verhage (Research assistant CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change) explored
and discussed the implications of the grey revolution in agriculture. Grey from the internet cables,
mobile telephone posts and satellites that penetrate rural areas around the world slowly, but
steadily. Especially in low-income countries, information and communication technologies improve
the livelihoods of smallholder farmers, by giving them access to mobile banking, crop insurances,
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market information and weather forecasts. Furthermore, in this session there was discussion on how
these technologies could favour the livelihoods of smallholder farmers, and which changes can be
expected around transportation challenges.
Farmers Tales #11 – Participatory research experiences from Brazil
Fernanda Ayaviri Matuk (PhD Forest and Nature
Conservation Policy Group) shared her
experiences and tales about participatory
research with indigenous and traditional
populations in Brazil. She gave an overview of
the state of art of policy implementation and
highlighted the current challenges to enforce
conservation and empowerment with
communities using participatory approaches.
The challenges and solutions were debated after she shared her story.

2.6

Promotion activities

2.6.1 Annual Introduction Days (AID)
Winter AID
Date: 19-02-2018
Participants: 150 - 200
In cooperation with: AID, GAN
To promote our organization amongst new students, Boerengroep always takes part in the Annual
Introduction Days (AID). In the winter AID of 2018 promoting your organization was possible during
the info market/winter lounge organized in Spot, the Campus student cafe. For one Friday afternoon
the cafe was turned into a cosy market place (inside) were students had the option to chat with
organizations. Boerengroep promoted the organization itself, made students enthusiastic to take
part in activities such as excursions or the summer course and explained students how they could
become board members.
Summer AID infomarket
Date: 22-08-2018
Participants: 500
In cooperation with: AID, GAN
As every year, Boerengroep had a stand at the info market to reach out to the new WUR students.
Besides a stand, Boerengroep also co-hosted a lounge together with the Green Active Network, to
introduce the new students to all the green organizations in Wageningen.
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2.6.2 Regreening
Twice a year, right after the (winter) AID, the Green Active Network organizes the Regreening, an
event for students to get to know the green life of Wageningen and all its green organizations.
Boerengroep contributes to the organization in one way or anoher, for example by organizing a small
event, like a game or excursion.
Winter Regreening
Date: 24-02-2018
Participants: 20
In Cooperation with: Green Active Network, Green Office, Otherwise, RUW, Fossil Free Wageningen,
Wageningen Environmental Platform, Ecovillage Ppauw
The Winter Regreening is a one-day event, usually in the
weekend after the Winter AID. Students can join a program
including games, lunch, dinner, a tour around Wageningen to see
several green initiatives, and more.
Summer Regreening
Date: 26/29 -06-2018
Participants: 25
In Cooperation with: Green Active Network, Green Office,
Otherwise, RUW, Fossil Free Wageningen, Wageningen
Environmental Platform, Ecovillage Ppauw
The Summer Regreening is a weekend long event, usually the
weekend after the AID. Students can join a program including
workshops, games, lunch, dinner, a tour around Wageningen to
see several green initiatives, and more.
Boerengroep has been part in the general organization and has organized a ‘weed-dating’ event at
the Ommuurde Tuin.

2.6.3 WUR snapchat day with Boerengroep
Date: 14-03-2018
Participants: Patricia Lemmens and Maria Alvarez
In cooperation with: WUR Snapchat
More info: (see the whole snapchat day in a two-minute-movie)
https://www.facebook.com/coordinator.boerengroep/videos/612326502444251/?lst=10001000720
5734%3A100010007205734%3A1548700780
On the 14th of March Patricia, coordinator of Boerengroep, was invited to take over the social media
channel of WUR snapchat for a day. In this channel students are asked to take the followers a day
along with them and show their live as a WUR student (or employee). Every week another student is
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asked to do this. Patricia showed a day at work as the Boerengroep coordinator using the media to
broaden the reach of Boerengroeps work. During the day about 700 people had watched the movie.
Snapchat or other visual social media could be used more often by Boerengroep to broaden our
reach.

2.6.4 WUR 100-year alumni day
Date: 23-06-2018
Participants: 20 (Workshop)
more info: https://www.wur.nl/en/About-Wageningen/100years/show/Look-back-at-World-WideWageningen-Alumni-Day.htm
At the 100th year alumni day Boerengroep hosted both a stand at the organizations square and a
workshop in Orion. The workshop was given by WUR PhD student (Fernanda Ayaviri Matuk) on
participatory research methods (see 2.5 #11) and managed to attract a full classroom.
Because Boerengroep has been around for almost 50 years there were many alumni visiting the
stand of Boerengroep, even when they had never been involved in the organization, and they were
all pleasantly surprised that Boerengroep was still alive and kicking.

2.6.5 Seriously Sustainable
From the 8th until the 12th of October 2018, Green Office Wageningen organized the annually
recurrent ‘Seriously Sustainable’; a week filled with both fun and serious activities focused on
sustainability. To fill the week-full program GreenOffice cooperates with many student organizations.
Boerengroep was this year involved in the following events: Seriously Sustainability Market and the
Alternative Thesis Fair (Ch 2.1.2).
Seriously Sustainability Market
Date: 08-10-2018
Participants: 250/300
In cooperation with: GreenOffice and many others, see the poster in the attachment
More info: http://www.greenofficewageningen.nl/seriously-sustainable/ ; attachment (Ch 6.3)
As a kick-off of the Seriously Sustainability week, the sustainability market was organized in the
student cafe, Spot (Orion, WUR Campus). At this market green organizations connected to
Wageningen and the university presented themselves to students and employees of the WUR.
Boerengroep was one of the organizations present at the market trying to get students enthusiastic
to become part of the organization and/or to join the activities. This event mainly attracts students
that are already interested in ‘sustainability/green options. For Boerengroep it is useful both for
talking to new students as for bonding with other green organizations.
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2.7

Boerengroep Breaks

Date: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month
Participants: 8-15
In cooperation with: Cafe Onder de Linde
More info: https://www.boerengroep.nl/bg/your-boerengroep-break/
Every other Wednesday evening a jolly meet-up is held in Wageningen’s Beer Café and Brewery
“Onder de Linden’’. The Boerengroep Breaks are meant as a low threshold way to make
acquaintance with Boerengroep – to date the Boerengroepies, so to say. They are are an informal
space where you can meet up with other students, share ideas and get into dialogue on challenges
and new initiatives that farmers engage in in the Netherlands and around the world.
The Breaks answer the wish to meet with those who are interested in Boerengroep. The board
wanted to provide a mid-way between only casually attending events and jumping into the board
straight away. As Boerengroep does not work with memberships, there used to be only two ways to
have people commit themselves to the organization. You seize their scarf during lecture-event, and
threaten they only get it back if they attend the next board meeting. Or you genuinely tell them the
option of board membership on the first encounter – resulting in not less scared, weary faces.
Thus, the Boerengroep Breaks have proven to be exactly what Boerengroep needed. With great
success! They have allowed Boerengroep to meet new people, have good talks and most of all good
laughs. Because the Breaks have been above all gezellig: laid-back, quasi serious, all topics allowed,
with amazing local beer.
The real highlights were the first and sixth edition. The first because a special guest, Jaap Tielbeke,
journalist for 'De Groene Amsterdammer' (Green Amsterdam inhabitant) attended the Break. His
visit resulted in a reference to Boerengroep in his article about the Wageningen University (Ch 6.4).
And the sixth, because this was the Sinterklaas-edition, Boerengroep organized a traditionally Dutch
evening with sweets, games and presents.
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2.8

Conferences, symposia, fairs visited by Boerengroep

2.8.1 Reclaim the Seeds – Rotterdam
Date: 24-02-2018
Participants: 10
In cooperation with:
More info: https://www.reclaimtheseeds.nl/
Reclaim the seeds is the biggest seed swapping
event of the Netherlands consisting of a seed
market where you can swap or buy seeds,
workshops, lectures and movies. The main aim of
this event is to regain the seed market (a little bit)
by swapping seeds. With the workshops, lectures
and movies people are encouraged to discuss and
reflect about the current state of the seed market
and how this could be organized differently.
Reclaim the Seeds 2018 was the fifth edition of this annual event. Boerengroep was in most editions
involved in one way or another, for example in organizing workshops, promotion of the event or
helping on the day itself. This year Boerengroep did not help in the organization, since the event was
organized in Rotterdam and they had enough people over there to help. Of course, Boerengroep has
been promoting the event among Wageningen students and has organized an excursion to the
Reclaim the Seeds in which about 10 people participated.

2.8.2 NAV 25-year anniversary
Date: 02-06-2018
Participants: Boerengroep coordinator and Chair
More info: http://www.nav.nl/
NAV (Nederlandse Akkerbouw Vereniging) is the abbreviation for the Dutch Union for Arable
Farming. The Chair and coordinator of Boerengroep went to this event, to see what their view was
on the last 25 years and on the future of (arable) farming. However, this was also an opportunity to
reconnect with old Boerengroep members, as several were involved in either or both the founding of
the NAV and Boerengroep (e.g. Niek Koning and Joop de Koeijer). Boerengroep wants to reconnect
with old members to strengthen the network, and to inform them of the celebrational activities that
are in the planning for our upcoming 50th anniversary (2021).
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2.8.3 Boer Proef Natuur - Bayer Seminar
Date: 06-07-2018
Participants: Boerengroep coordinator and Chair
More info:
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ah
UKEwjZ-Ya9zJfgAhVHMwKHSw5DNgQFjAAegQIARAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fagro.bayer.nl%2F~%2Fmedia%2FBCSNL%2FPdf
%2F2018%2F180718%2520Hammink%2520-%2520Verslag%2520%2520BOER%2520PROOF%2520NATUUR.ashx%3Fla%3DnlNL&usg=AOvVaw3g3wWnX_5K2tjp0p7Z5ePX
The Boerengroep coordinator and chair were invited to join a seminar at one of Bayer’s experimental
farms to see how they are conducting research together with farmers. Both the coordinator and the
chair of Boerengroep already had a good connection with the Public Government Affairs Manager. At
the seminar Boerengroep showed its genuine interest in Bayer’s research and development, and got
the opportunity to talk with several high-level employees of Bayer Benelux.

2.8.4 VoedselKaravaan – Nijmegen
Date: 04-10-2018
Participants: Boerengroep coordinator and Chair
More info: https://www.voedselanders.nl/transitie-in-de-stad-en-de-provincie-impressievoedselkaravaan-in-nijmegen/
Near the end of the year that Nijmegen was the Green Capital of Europe, on October 4th 2018, the
Voedselkaravaan visited Nijmegen. The location: estate Grootstal.
Chair of the day Luca Consoli (Slow Food and board member in Overbetuwe) welcomed about 80
guests. Hanny van Geel of Voedsel Anders and La Via Campesina opened with a talk on the power of
the food industry, the lobby of GMO, and the importance of small producers and consumers in the
forcefield.
The day continued with workshop rounds, including excursions and theoretical workshops. In two
excursions people visited examples of food transition in practice. One excursion went to the selfharvest garden of the estate, called Het Heerlijke Land, with farmer Ingrid Loman. The other went by
bike to Kiemkracht 64, a garden and Food Forest to be at the Hatertseweg in Malden, supervised by
Marion Boenders.
In workshops on agroforestry and food forests participants gained insight on alternative paths
agriculture could take, based on agroecological principles and short production chains. The same was
propagated in a workshop on biodiversity and regional/provincial food.
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At the end of the day, it was concluded that there is enough aspiration in the food movement in and
around Nijmegen to continue with looking for cooperation within the municipality and organize
regular accessible public meetings on food.

2.8.5 Flevo Campus Live
Date: 06-12-2018
Participants: Boerengroep coordinator and Chair
More info: http://flevocampus.nl/6-december-flevo-campus-live/
On the 6th of December Flevo Campus invited young farmers, students and young professionals to
elaborate on the vision of minister Schouten. How can we combine urban food supply and circular
farming to create a better living environment and healthier citizens? During the Flevo Campus Live
Boerengroep joined several seminars and workshops with leading food thinkers on the future of our
food production system.

2.8.6 International seminar Organic Farming and our Future Food System
Date: 12-10-2018
Participants: 8
More info: http://www.avalon.nl/sfw.html
On the 12th of October 2018, dozens of international (celebrity) speakers in the global organic
agriculture sector and stakeholders came to speak. These speakers were from all levels of the food
sector and at the same time represented their own affiliations. The Conference took place in the
north of Holland in Oosterwolde, Friesland. The conference itself presented the ‘state-of-the-art’ of
the organic agriculture movement and talked about how sustainable agriculture could look like in the
future and what the consequences are for society.
There were speeches and interactive
sessions given in English. The
interactive sessions were split up into
four groups, each with a different
theme (flowers, soil, biodiversity and
water) because there was limited
time and many speakers, so all
participants had freedom to choose
for as long as seats were available.
The speeches and sessions both
informed the audiences about the newest developments, visions and research being done over the
entire globe which showed the relationship between organic agriculture and out future food system,
where the health of humans and ecosystems alike were given a priority. Among the guest speakers
were Vandana Shiva – food activist, winner Alternative Nobel prize, Volkert Engelsman – CEO Eosta
number one of the sustainable top 100, Nic Lampkin – CEO, The Organic Research Centre, Rattan Lan
34

– top-expert soils, winner Nobel Peace Prize, Peggy Miars – Chairwoman IFOAM and Frank Eyhorn –
Soil fertility and rural development expert. This conference was a must for everyone who works in or
is interested in organic agriculture.
The Boerengroep played a strategic part getting students motivated through social media outlets and
by providing access to free tickets. A total of three cars were needed by the Boerengroep to
transport students to Friesland early in the morning and back to Wageningen afterwards. IFOAM was
especially grateful that there were so many students, largely thanks to the efforts of Boerengroep.
During the seminar, active members of the Boerengroep and students who came via them asked
critical questions and contributed to an interesting dialogue.

2.8.6 Toekomst voor Bosbouw/Future for Forestry
Date: 25-10-2018
Particpants: Boerengroep coordinator and Chair
More info: https://theplant.nl/Projecten/agro-ecologie-in-natuurgebieden/
The coordinator and the chair of Boerengroep have been to an event organized at the Van Hall
Larenstein in Velp. Four concepts of business cases were presented in which the ecology and
economy of forest plots was enriched compared to traditional (Dutch) forests. The cases were the
result of a research done by a new cooperation between forest and agricultural parties. At this event
it became clear that the attention for 'food forests' is huge among many different stakeholders.
Boerengroep made very good use of the opportunity to network with old and new friends. This
seemed especially valuable later in the year when Boerengroep decided to start a food forest
research commission (Ch. 2.1.3).
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3

Inspringtheater

About Inspringtheater
Stichting Inspringtheater (Jump-in Theatre) organizes workshops, courses and produces theatre
performances in collaboration with students/employees of Wageningen University. Inspringtheater
brings creativity in the world of science and uses participatory theatre technics (Theatre of the
Oppressed/Forum Theatre) to encourage dialogue, critical thinking and empowerment.
Inspringtheater originates from ‘Het Boerentoneel’ (Farmers theatre), which was founded by
Boerengroep in 1972. Theatre plays concerning agricultural issues were performed, followed by
substantive discussions. Nowadays we use an applied drama technique and participatory theatre
practice created to empower audience individuals to determine social change: Forum Theatre.
The founder of this methodology of Theatre of the Oppressed, Augusto Boal, worked with peasants in
Brazil, which had a huge effect on society by empowering the peasants and farmers. By participating,
audiences are enabled to make decisions, to address critically the issues presented to them and to
reflect on the social life within a safe environment offered by the theatrical design.
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Inspringtheater in 2018

3.1

2018 in general

2018 was an innovative year for Inspringtheater. We started to work more together again with
Boerengroep to strengthen the bond. We organised not only Forum theatre performances, but also
other activities like courses and workshops. We expanded our possibilities by welcoming new things,
for example the shadow theatre workshops with Evan Hastings, or the playback theatre workshop
during the festival at the university. By joining a training in Hungary, we strengthened our
(international) network. And the first jump-in session was organised!
I hope you enjoy reading about the activities of Inspringtheater in 2018!

Geertje Klaver
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3.2

Activities 2018

Activities 2018
3.2.1 Shadow Lab
Date: 18 & 25 January, 1 & 8 February 2018
The 5th workshop was cancelled
Participants: 12
In cooperation with: Evan Hastings
More info: www.shadowliberation.com
Evan is the founder of Shadow Liberation and he has had
the honour of animating theatrical dialogue from the
fault lines of war zones to the halls of Harvard, from
working with prisoners in high security facilities to
engaging families through open air performances in
public spaces. His work illuminates the intersection of Drama Therapy and Theatre of the Oppressed.
Shadow Liberation uses creatively crafted visual stories to captivate the imagination and invite
audiences to interrupt injustice and oppression. In the tradition of Augusto Boal's Forum Theatre,
audience members are invited on stage to offer improvisational interventions into scenes depicting
oppression. This artistic dialogue offers no quick fix solutions but rather places faith in the emerging
ethics of the community to creatively address the problem.
Description: Inspringtheater made a fresh start in the new year
by organising a project in collaboration with Evan Hastings. It
was a unique possibility to work together with him! During a
series of workshops we explored the theme of sustainability,
using shadow theatre techniques. These techniques can create a
magical image. Inspiring to use in future plays!
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3.3

Weekend workshop

3.3.1 Shadow Liberation
Date: canceled
In cooperation with: Evan Hastings
More info: We are all connected, and to create a more just and sustainable world we must dance
with difficult questions in their complexity. Enter Theatre of the Oppressed. Developed by Augusto
Boal in Brazil, this methodology provides critical and participatory approaches to dialogue. Mix in the
lush visual language of Shadow Theatre, and you’ve got a recipe for fun and meaningful weekend.
Description: after the Shadow Lab series we got excited to
organise a follow up with Evan Hastings. A full weekend to
dive further into the world of shadow theatre and Theatre
of the oppressed. Our aim was to reach students of
Wageningen university as well as more experienced
theatre practitioners (former trainees of Evan).
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the weekend, due to a
lack of applications. We had carefully considered and
organized the theme, location and participation
contribution to attract both target groups. Unfortunately,
we didn’t have many options to pick the best time of year,
Evan was only available this specific weekend. For most
students the date was unfortunate, and for some the
participation contribution was a problem; we lowered the
price and we gave the opportunity to ‘pay’ by helping
during the weekend.
Because Evan did the Shadow Lab series partly pro bono, we agreed to pay a reasonable salary for
this weekend workshop. Finally, we agreed on cancelling this payment, instead we paid him a smaller
contribution for a coach session for Inspringtheater!

3.4

Performances

3.4.1 Chilly Climate - how am I ever going to
finish my PHD?!
Dates: 4 rehearsals with Suzanne Prak in
February/March/May, Performance 20 march, for the
Wageningen School of Social Sciences (WASS), location
Lunteren.
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Performance 25 may during the Wageningen Graduate Schools (WGS) carousel at the campus in
Wageningen.
3 rehearsals with Suzanne Prak in September/October.
Performance 11 october, for the Wageningen School of Social Sciences (WASS), location Lunteren.
Participants: 5 actors & 1 joker per performance
Audience: per performance about 50 students
In cooperation with: Suzanne Prak, Wageningen School of Social Sciences (WASS), Wageningen
Graduate Schools (WGS)
Description: We performed the play ‘Chilly Climate’ again. Many PHD students experience moments
of doubt, irritation or even despair during their PHD. This performance deals with the main
challenges in communicating and collaborating with PHD colleagues, daily supervisor and professor.
In 2018 we played with 2 new casts, so this means we had 2 series of rehearsals. The new
participants were very enthusiastic to learn about Forum Theatre. The performances were a success.

end of rehearsal in march with the traditional ‘Jump’

performance in Lunteren with ‘new joker’ Geertje

rehearsal in May
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performance WGS Carousel 20 March

performance October with ‘joker’ Suzanne

3.4.2 Stress play
Dates: 1 full day + 1 evening rehearsals with Suzanne
Prak in november. Performance on 24 november 2018
and at the National Phd Day in Tilburg
Participants: 3 actors & 1 joker
Audience: 20 phd candidates.
In cooperation with: Suzanne Prak, National Phd Day
Committee
More info: http://nationalphdday.nl/
Description: The performance ‘Dealing with Stress’
shows 3 different persons dealing with pressure and
shows the emotions that come with this. During the
performance the audience discusses ways to deal with
it, communicating with intern and extern factors of
stress.
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3.5

More activities

3.5.1 Introduction course
Date: 11, 18, 25 April 2018
Participants: 14
In cooperation with: Suzanne Prak
Description: it had been a while since Inspringtheater organized a
course, so in 2018 it was time for one!
In this successful course Suzanne introduced us to the world of
Forum theatre. For the participants it was an accessible
opportunity to discover the possibilities this participatory method
offers. Besides that, it was also fun to do!

3.5.2 Joker course
Date: 23 May & 6 June 2018
Participants: 9
In cooperation with: Suzanne Prak
Description: during the prior introduction course several
participants got excited to get trained more, especially in the skill of
facilitating a Forum performance. Also, to attract more future jokers
for Inspringtheater, we organized this follow-up course.

3.5.3 We 💚new jokers
Description: in 2018 Suzanne Prak trained the coordinator Geertje to be a joker. Geertje got to use
this ability immediately during the performances of Inspringtheater.
To get more active jokers for Inspringtheater, the joker course was organised. Before the start of this
course we selected which participants were ambitious to be a
future joker for Inspringtheater. During the course we gave
more space to these people to practice the jokering. The rest
of the group, the actors, also got more trained at the same
time by analysing and acting. The possible future jokers also
visited a rehearsal and performance of the ‘Chilly Climate’ play
of Inspringtheater.
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3.5.4 Participation in training Forum Theatre for Community Development
Date: 9-15 July 2018, Hungary
Participants: Geertje (in total 25 participants from
different countries)
In cooperation with: Anamuh and Roberto Mazzini
Description: a residential training aiming to guide
participants to plan, design and facilitate Theatre of the
Oppressed (T.O.) and Forum Theatre social interventions
in communities. Get insight and good practices on how
to Design a social intervention in a community using T.O.
and Forum Theatre. Macro-Design of an intervention:
understand the complexity about how to plan a T.O.
intervention that is effective in changing oppressions,
keeping in mind the different forces that affect the
situation. Micro-Design of an intervention: to create an agenda and to understand how to plan step
by step a meaningful list of activities in a specific T.O. session. To establish and strengthen a network
of community developers implementing T.O. in communities.
ANAMUH is a not-for-profit social initiative aimed at establishing and sustaining a space for
communitarian dialogue using Theatre and Arts

Roberto Mazzini is known as one of the leading figures
of Italy’s Theatre of the Oppressed scene. With
“Cooperativa Giolli”, he organizes biannual
methodological trainings and projects in different
communities, such as in prison and psychiatric centres.
He has published various articles on theory and practice
of Theatre of the Oppressed.
Understand how Forum Theatre can be used as tool for
Community Development in various contexts (Roma,
migrants, convicted, mental/physical disability,
marginalized youth, etc.), in the framework of Augusto
Boal's and Paulo Freire's methods.
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3.5.5 Lunch energizer session
Date: 4 june 2018
Participants: 5
In cooperation with: Joshua and Joris
Description: On the quest to involve more people with
Inspringtheater, Geertje had a meeting with 2 students who aspired
to organise activities related to theatre and improvisation. Together
we came up with the idea to organise a short session with energizers
during lunchtime in Forum. After the session we left the room feeling
energised and happy.

3.5.6 Playback theatre workshop on Wisdom and Wonder festival
Date: 15 september 2018
In cooperation with: Wur-fest organization, Nederlands toegepast
theater/ dutch applied (NLTT) https://www.nltt.nl/
Description: Inspringtheater was present at the 100 years
celebration festival on the campus of the university with a
workshop Playback Theatre. During this workshop
actors/musicians of Inspringtheater and festival-visitors could join
in or just watch the participants enact ‘real life’ stories! Playback
Theatre is improvisational theatre based on stories. Participants
experience how spontaneity can contribute to communication.
Playback Theatre can be found all over the planet to reflect on
dilemma’s and questions, the audience is spectator and
participant simultaneously. In this way it closely related to
Theatre of the Oppressed.
Pim and Wim Hilgeman-Grooten are part of NLTT (nederlands
toegepast theater/dutch applied theatre). With their expertise as
theatremakers and trainers they facilitate performances and
workshops for diverse organisations and companies.

45

3.5.7 Jump-in session
Date: 30 october 2018
Participants: 2
Description: the first jump-in session was organised in 2018!
During this evening, students can get an easy introduction in
Forum theatre and other creative techniques. We want to
encourage students to explore new ideas about (agricultural)
themes. A platform to try out new techniques.
Due to bad weather, there was a poor turnout. But it was not
for nothing: Geertje taught the two members of Boerengroep
about the art of jokering. The evening was a perfect chance to
share ideas.

3.5.8 Winter AID info market
Date: 15 February 2018
Participants: 2
Description: Boerengroep and Inspringtheater hosted a stand at the info market to reach the new
WUR students.

3.5.9 Konings theatre
Date: canceled
In cooperation with: Boerengroep,
VoedselAnders, Marco Ruijsink
(https://ulteam.nl/)
Description: To add a theatre activity to the
VoedselAnders Karavaan in Wageningen, Inspringtheater aimed to organise
a location theatre show on the topic of Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA). For this we asked an improvisation theatre group to perform their
own invented theatre form. During this performance the audience would be
taken in groups on an adventure through different parts of the location. The actors would improvise
the story but based on prior received information; practice examples of Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA).
The theatre group ‘Ulteam’ was willing to perform for a cheap price. Unfortunately, there was no
budget to rent the location/farm. Since this theatre form requires more rooms, the rent was tooth
high. We agreed to organise this event another time in the future.
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3.5.10 Stichting Otherwise: Capita Selecta & I-week
Date: I-week in July and 18 October 2018
In cooperation with: Stichting Otherwise, Suzanne Prak
More info: https://www.facebook.com/events/252900648830787/
Description: In 2018 Otherwise organised the 3-ECTS Capita Selecta course Methods for Non-Violent
Resistance. One session was about Theater of the Oppressed and lead by our director Suzanne Prak.
Also during the yearly I-week organized by Otherwise, Suzanne gave a training about Forum Theatre.

3.5.11 Support each other with Marloes
Participants: 1 member of
Inspringtheater/Boerengroep
In cooperation with: Marloes Harkema
More information: www.marloesharkema.nl
Description: Marloes Harkema (old coordinator of
Inspringtheater) offered a spot for free in her workshop series Presentation Panic. In return
Inspringtheater helped promoting this for her.
During the workshops several strategies and techniques for managing nerves before and during
presentations were taught. The workshops also covered non-verbal communication, structure and
interaction with the audience, to improve the presentation performance.
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3.6

Cooperation with Boerengroep

In 2018 Inspringtheater & Boerengroep started to work more
together again to strengthen the bond.
For example, Patricia (coordinator Boerengroep) and Geertje
(coordinator Inspringtheater) picked dates to work together at
the office in the building with the Clock. We visited each other’s
activities, and Geertje attended board meetings. Boerengroep
board gave space to discuss items related to Inspringtheater
during the meetings and had an ear to think along. Also,
Inspringtheater was present at the Boerengroep Breaks.
Patricia and Geertje visited the theatre performance Boerderij in
de buurt together. After the performance a lively discussion with
Boerengroep board meeting
a facilitator and members from the audience took place. This
must have been the way Het Boerentoneel (Farmers Theater) organised the performances! Patricia
and Geertje met people who knew Boerengroep & Inspringtheater from back in the day. It was an
inspiring and motivating evening: to be continued!

Boerderij in de buurt
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4

Board members, staff and funding

4.1

The Board

The board of Boerengoep foundation 2018 consisted out of the following people:
Name
Maarten de Graaff
Esther van Hoof
Sanne van Leeuwen

Function
Chair
Treasurer
Secretary

Pauline Martel

Secretary

Eva van Dijk

Excursion
commissioner
Board member
Board member
Board member

From September 2018

Board member
Board member
Board member
Board member
Board member

From February 2018
From February 2018
From February 2018 until July 2018
From October 2018
From October 2018

Nozomi Kaya
Elske Hageraats
Marthe Hadewych van Russen
Groen
Chen Wang
Fernanda Matuk
Matthew Kyriakides
Pablo van Neste
Malik Dasoo

Period
From November 2017
From January 2018
From February 2017 until December
2018
From December 2018

From April 2017
From May 2017
From January 2018

Interns of Boerengroep in 2018
Name
Nozomi Kaya
Daniel Nyarko
Rosaline Jones
Maria Alvarez

4.2

Period
September 2017 – ongoing
September 2017 – January 2018
September 2017 – January 2018
March 2018 – June 2018

The staff

The paid staff of Boerengroep foundation 2018 consisted out of:
Name
Function
Period
Patricia Lemmens Coordinator Boerengroep
May 2017 onwards
Geertje Klaver
Coordinator Inspringtheater October 2017 onwards
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4.3

Privacy

Since 25th of May 2018 new privacy regulations were implemented in Europe, therefore
Boerengroep foundation formulated a new privacy policy, see:
https://www.boerengroep.nl/contact/privacy-declaration/.
Boerengroep has made new arrangements with the organization that hosts the website to fulfil the
requirements for online data processing.

4.4

Funding

Boerengroep foundation received yearly funding from:
Wageningen Universiteit and Research
Postbus 9101
6700 HB Wageningen
Commissie Subsidie Aanvragen WUR
Generaal Foulkesweg 37
6703 PG Wageningen
On top of that, Boerengroep received funding for the Farm Experience Internship 2018 from:
Farming Systems Ecology group
Droevendaalsesteeg 1
Radix Building 107
6708 PB Wageningen
Eosta BV
IJsermanweg 15
2742 KH Waddinxveen
Trans National Institute
De Wittenstraat 25
1052 AK Amsterdam
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5

Financial Overview

The financial overview is not available in the online version. It is available on request, by sending an
email to st.boerengroep@wur.nl
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6

Attachments

6.1

Kick-off Circular Farming Platform Wageningen.

We are looking forward to a year full of inspiring meetings and dialogues with students, farmers and
other random creatures AND to organizing events that facilitate those interactions. This year, we like
to encourage you to cut through the (scientific) silos, move beyond your personal boundaries and
increasingly shift linear thinking to circular!
Circular agriculture is the future. Our minister of agriculture – Carola Schouten – has declared her
vision “The Netherlands front runner in circular agriculture’’. Our executive board president Louise
Fresco has recently announced a paradigm shift in agricultural science from improvement of
productivity towards improvement of circularity. What is the next step to these beautiful ideas? How
can we integrate circularity thinking into WUR education? Boerengroep has decided to take this topic
of circular farming as its year theme! We will follow the developments and participate in this
discussion lively!
Join the kick-off of the Circular Farming Platform and see how you can contribute to the
conversation!
Join us during lunch on Friday 18th of January for the Kick-off of the Circular Farming Platform!
During this event you will get to know why we initiate this platform, who we are, how you can
become active, and what you can expect. To emphasize the urgency of moving from linear to circular
models in agriculture we have invited two guest speakers: Ekko van Ierland (WUR prof.) and Erik
Goewie (emeritus prof.). They will both give their perspective on the need for this transition in a
historical context (in 15 min).
================
Why the Circular Farming Platform?
We are extremely thrilled with the words of the Dutch minister of agriculture and our executive
board president and we agree that a paradigm shift is both urgent and necessary. Being aware of the
enormous efforts it needs from all parties to make a paradigm shift reality, we take the initiative to
raise this platform to facilitate space for dialogue to stimulate the transition in education (&
research) towards improvement of circularity in farming. First, we aim to create awareness about the
urgency to make this transition. Second, during our events we aim to gather perspectives and ideas
from students and researchers from different fields and together we will write an advice to the Board
of the University.

52

6.2

Wageningen Dialogue – ‘Cutting across the silos’

Dear …,
In September 2017, National Geographic issued an extensive article about developing sustainable
food production and the key role of Wageningen University & Research (WUR) “This tiny country
feeds the world”. Understanding the potentials and responsibilities that come along with such a
leading position, Boerengroep recognizes the importance of conducting WUR internal dialogues.
After conversations with many chairgroups and departments of WUR we would like to present to
you:
The Wageningen Dialogue: Cutting across the silos.
Date: 27th of March
Time: 19:15 - 22:00
Location: The Pavillion (Campus field)
Subscribe: via the form
Organised by: Boerengroep and Wageningen Dialogues
Facilitated by: Perspectivity Network
Participation is free of charge
For this dialogue to be meaningful, participation from students from many different study
backgrounds is of great importance. Therefore, we like to ask you three things:
•
•

•

Please, share this invitation with your network and encourage students to be part!
As this event is organised specially to bloom with our collective input, we sincerely
encourage you to contact us if you have a question from the field that could be discussed
during the World Café.
Do you know (phd)students who would be interested in providing a question and hosting a
table during the World Café session? contact us!

We hope for your support to make this dialogue to a success!
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Many thanks in advance.

Kind regards,

Patricia Lemmens
Coordinator Boerengroep
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Invitation for the Wageningen Dialogue: Cutting across the silos
How can we shape food systems together?
With your fellow students you share the canteen for lunch, practise sports, and enjoy the vibrant
student life of Wageningen. But do you know what these other students are up to the majority of
their time? What do they learn during all those hours of studying? What is their perspective on global
developmental issues? How do they face development challenges for sustainable food systems?
To help you find out, we from Boerengroep organize the Wageningen Dialogue ‘’Cutting across the
silos’’. For almost 50 years now, Boerengroep has stimulated students – the change-makers of the
future - in developing a critical view on reality. Preparing this event, whilst reflecting on 100 years
WUR, we realised that students and researchers at WUR are still too much divided in silos. It is time
to break through these silos and to combine forces. Therefore, you are kindly invited to be part of
this Wageningen Dialogue. Whether first year bachelor or already a professor, we would like to have
all voices heard and shared! Only together we can give shape to sustainable food systems.
This Wageningen dialogue will take place in the evening of the 27th of March. Special guest Ernst van
den Ende (managing director of WUR’s Plant Sciences Group) will open the evening by giving a
reflection on the importance of dialogue for sustainable development. In a World Café setting, all
participants are encouraged to actively participate in sharing their ideas and visions, guided by
questions taken from the field of sustainable food production.
After the dialogue, we invite you to enjoy a drink together.
Updates on the event can be find via our website or the Facebook event.
Date: 27th of March
Time: 19:15 - 22:00
Location: The Pavillion (Campus field)
Subscribe: via the form
Organised by: Boerengroep and Wageningen Dialogues
Facilitated by: Perspectivity Network
Inspired by: National Geographic “This tiny country feeds the world”
Participation is for free.
Kind regards,
Patricia Lemmens
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6.4

Article in ‘De Groene Amsterdammer’

In this attachment, a pieces of the article written by Jaap Tielbeke. In the link you can find the whole
article: https://www.groene.nl/artikel/een-universiteit-voor-ondernemende-idealisten

Een Universiteit voor ondernemende idealisten
Jaap Tielbeke beeld Peter de Krom
10 oktober 2018 – uit nr. 41
Hoe kunnen we honger uitroeien en de planeet leefbaar houden? Samen met overheid en
bedrijfsleven zoekt de universiteit van Wageningen naar antwoorden. Het zorgt voor mooie
ranglijstscores en groeiende studentenaantallen, maar ook voor een spanningsveld. ‘Het gevaar is dat
je gaat lijden aan tunnelvisie.’
Tijdens het diner praat ik met een bestuurslid van de Boerengroep, een club die al sinds de jaren
zeventig actie voert voor onderwijs dat beter aansluit op de boerenpraktijk. Nog altijd organiseren ze
regelmatig excursies naar inspirerende landbouwers, al is het de laatste jaren moeilijker geworden
om bestuursleden te vinden. Even later word ik voorgesteld aan iemand van Fossil Free Wageningen.
Toen Shell een evenement organiseerde op de campus stonden zij daar met spandoeken om
bezoekers te herinneren aan de schade die het olieconcern aanricht.
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